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Council Members  

Minister: Ron Zachman         
Vice-Minister: Cheryl Griese 
Secretary: Kevin O’Connell 
Treasurer: Cecelia Jensen 
Formation: Dcn. Kim Jensen 
Councilor: Barb Zachman 
Spiritual Assistant:                            
Sr. Karen Niedzielski, OSF                     
Provincial Spiritual Assistant:                            
Fr. Ed McKenzie, OFM 

Gathering ~ 7pm 

3rd Thursday of the month             
Council Meeting: 6:15pm      
Mtg Rms. 1 & 2 St. Andrew 

Liturgy of the Hours 

Begin: Pg. 901               
Hymn:  #45.                      
Canticle:  696                  
Psalm:   Dcn. Kim J           
Scripture: Margaret C.                                                          

June 18th Meeting  

Spirit Deadline                
29 day of each month     
Eva Jahnke, OFS~Editor 

Jesus, Mary, Joseph Save Souls  
Jesus, Mary, Joseph pray for us                  

THE SPIRIT 
 FRANCISCAN  FORMATION                 

Mk. 4:35-41  The Word of God                             
Eleventh Sunday Ordinary, June 20th, 2021
                                                                              

On that day, as evening drew on, Jesus said to his disciples: “Let us 
cross to the other side.  ”Leaving the crowd, they took Jesus with them 
in the boat just as he was.  And other boats were with him.  A violent 
squall came up and waves were breaking over the boat, so that it was 
already filling up.  Jesus was in the stern, asleep on a cushion.  They 
woke him and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are 
perishing?”  He woke up, rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, 
“Quiet!  Be sIll!”  The wind ceased and there was great calm.  Then he 
asked them, “Why are you terrified?  Do you not yet have faith?”  They 
were filled with great awe and said to one another, “Who then is this 
whom even wind and sea obey?”          The Gospel of the Lord  

Reflec%on 
All of us at one ,me or another, caught in one of the many storms of our 
life, have probably called out the same prayer as the apostles, “Lord, do 
you not care that we are perishing?”   Maybe Jesus answered you with 
the same reply, “Why are you terrified?  Do you not yet have faith?”  
The most difficult lesson that we must learn in our life is to trust God, 
reject fear and know that He loves us in a way we can hardly imagine.  
This Sunday being Fathers’ Day, perhaps we can relate to our childhood.  
As you were growing up did you ever ask; “Dad, did you remember to 
pay the mortgage this month?” or “Dad, what is your long term financial 
strategy for our family if there is an economic downturn?” Of course 
not, because we trusted our parents always had our best interest in 
their heart.  I’m convinced that one of the problems caused by the 
breakdown of the family in our modern culture is that too many people 
are growing up without a responsible father in their life.  Someone they 
can count on, who is always there for them.  Without that experience, 
how can they put their trust in a heavenly Father who will love them 

________
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MISSION STATEMENT 

We, the members of the San 
Damiano Community, are of the 
secular community established by 
St. Francis of Assisi, Seraphic 
Father. We are a family living in 
the world, but not of the world. 
We are striving through prayer, 
penance, and mutual support to 
live the Gospel life of Christ as 
inspired by St. Francis. We intend 
to be lights of Gospel living to 

VISION STATEMENT 

We, the members of the 
community of San Damiano, 
recognize Christ’s voice in the 
Franciscan calling to go forward 
bringing the Good News of 
salvation to all people. It is our 
vision that by the strength of 
Jesus and in the spirit of Francis, 
we should rise above our fears, 
our hesitations and our 
weaknesses and put on the new 
man, there-by become Christ to 
all and to our joy, find Christ in 

and never leave them alone?   This act of trust and abandonment 
to God can only be achieved through prayer and sacrifice.  That is 
why our reading and studying our “Franciscan Prayer” book is so 
important.  So that each of us will grow into a more in,mate 
rela,onship with Jesus, because like the apostles, it too is the 
only way we can cross to the other side.    

Deacon Kim Jensen~Formation Director
Next San Damiano Fraternity Gathering June 18th, 2021 

FormaIon: Read and reflect on page 62 to the end of the                           
 chapter and focus on quesIon: 1, 2, & 3.                                 

_______________________________________________ 

…If God abides  

in your home,  

His presence  

cannot be hidden
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The Sacred Heart of Jesus:  Fount of God's love and mercy.  Friday marks the liturgical solemnity of the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, symbol of God’s love and mercy for humanity.        By Fr. Benedict Mayaki, SJ                                                                                 

 The liturgical solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus commemorates the love of Our Lord for us. 

It has its roots in devo,on to the Sacred Heart, a long-prac,ced Catholic devo,on to the heart of Our Lord 

Jesus, who is the incarnate expression of God’s mercy and compassion for the world.  The solemnity is usually 

celebrated nineteen days aTer Pentecost, (June 11, 2021) on the Friday aTer Corpus Chris,. The Sacred Heart: 

Symbol of God’s love for humanity.   June, 2005, Pope Benedict XVI spoke about the devo,on to the Sacred 

Heart of Jesus during his Angelus.   “In biblical language, ‘heart’ indicates the centre of the person where his 

sen,ments and inten,ons dwell," he said. "In the Heart of the Redeemer we adore God's love for humanity, 

His will for universal salva,on, His infinite mercy.”  “Prac,cing devo,on to the Sacred Heart of Christ therefore 

means adoring that Heart which, aTer having loved us to the end, was pierced by a spear and from high on 

the Cross poured out blood and  water, an inexhaus,ble source of new life,” Pope Benedict XVI said.                                                                     

Roots of devoIon to the Sacred Heart                                                                                                    

 The beginnings of this devo,on can be traced back to the Fathers of the Church including St. Ambrose, 

St. Jerome, St. Augus,ne, St. Irenaeus, St. Hippolytus of Rome and St. Jus,n Martyr. In the 11th century, this 

devo,on was renewed in the wri,ngs of Benedic,ne and Cistercian monasteries… One famous example is the 

12th century “O Sacred Head Surrounded” prayer composed by St. Bernard of  Clairvaux.                                                                                                     

From the end of the 13th to 16th Centuries, the devo,on con,nued to spread, but it mostly remained a 

private devo,on.   The first liturgical feast of the Sacred Heart was celebrated in France in 1670 by St. John 

Eudes who had sought approval from the local Bishop. However, modern-day populariza,on of this devo,on 

is linked to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, a French nun who learned of the devo,on from a series of 

appari,ons of Jesus to her between 1673 and 1675.  (Page 7) 
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Heavenly Father, as on 
the day of Pentecost, so in 
our time pour out your Holy Spirit upon us 
with the infinitude of your generosity.  
Equip your Church with every grace and 
gift needed to boldly proclaim the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.
Grant new signs and wonders to accompany 
and confirm the word,  for the salvation of souls 
and the peace of mankind.  
Holy Spirit transform us from one degree of 
glory to another, so that free of sin, guilt and 
shame, we may enter the sanctuary of          
Trinitarian life, forever intrigued by your 
creativity, awed by your omnipotence, admiring 
your holiness, enchanted by your loveliness, at 
rest in the beatitude of your everlasting 
friendship.   Amen
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Happy Birthday  

San Damiano Fraternity Members  

June 

Patricia Brandt, OFS~ June 2nd                     
Tom Geissler, OFS~June 27th.    

July   

Janet O’Connell, OFS ~July 7th            

May Our Awesome God                                       
bless you abundantly.                                 

Pope Francis Intention     
June 2021 

The Beauty of Marriage 

Let us pray for young people who are 

preparing for marriage with the 

support of a Christian community: 

may they grow in love, with 

generosity, faithfulness and patience.

Please pray for our  
beloved deceased 

Fraternity members                                                 
                                                                                         

Jerry Witzman, OFS…April 23, 2003                 

Lorraine Lock, OFS…July 2, 2008                           

Gloria McDermo_, OFS…August 15, 2010                  

Sr. Marcelline Virnig, OFS…April 2, 2012 

Sr. Giles Weyandt, OFS…November 16 2012        

Anna Gebbie, OFS…March, 2013.                         

Be_y Lefebvre, OFS…September 24, 2015.             

Jack Longie, OFS…July 21, 2018                            

Louise Mulvaney…December 13, 2019                        

Dcn. Greg Steele…March 25, 2020                            

Jeane_e Polejewski…January 11, 2021            

Mary Witzman…April 4, 2021 

May Christ, who called you, take you to himself; may 
angels lead you to Abraham's side.  Grant them 

eternal rest, O Lord, and may your light shine on them 
forever.  Amen 
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When We Need God, Nothing Else Suffices                
Why are you sad my heart, who do you grieve?      

Wait for the Lord, I will yet praise God my savior.                                                                                                           
Psalm 42:12 

                     Morning Reading                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                                            
 For, indeed, while this man was s,ll in the glow of youthful passion, and the age of wantonness 
was urging him on immoderately to fulfill the demands of youth; and while, not knowing how to restrain 
himself, he was s,rred by the venom of the serpent of old, suddenly the divine vengeance, or, perhaps 
beoer, the divine unc,on, came upon him and sought first  to recall his erring senses by visi,ng upon him 
mental distress and bodily suffering, according to the saying of the prophet;  Behold I will hedge up thy 
way with thorns, and I will stop it up with a wall.  Thus, worn down by a long illness, as man’s 
stubbornness deserves when it can hardly be corrected except by punishments, he began to think of 
things other than he was used to thinking upon.  When he recovered somewhat and had begun to walk 
about the house with the support of a cane to speed the recovery of his health, he went outside one day 
and began to look about at the surrounding landscape with great interest.  But the beauty of the fields, 
the pleasantness of the vineyards, and whatever else was beau,ful to look upon, could s,r in him no 
delight.  He wondered therefore at the sudden change that had come over him, and those who took 
delight in such things he considered very foolish.                    Thomas of Celano, The First Life of St. Francis          

 He also said, “Do not give your heart to that which does not sa%sfy your heart.” Abba Poemen             
    

        For ReflecIon 

 In the midst of plenty, my soul is restless, Lord.  Enlighten me with the knowledge that you 
alone can fill the empty places in my heart.  Give me the desire for you alone.                           
{Editor’s note:  One night on his way to Apilia to earn honor in baKle, Francis had a vision of his home 
filled with armor and trappings of war.} 

 Evening Reading                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                  

 When he awoke, he rose in the morning with a glad heart, and considering the vision an 
omen of great success, he felt sure that his journey to Apulia would come out well.  He did not 

know what to say and he did not as yet recognize the task given him from heaven.  Nevertheless, 
he might have understood that his interpreta,on of the vision was not correct, for while the vision 

bore some force on himself to carry out his designs and to complete the proposed journey.                                   
                                                               Thomas of Celano, The First Life of St. Francis         

                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                                              

Source: A Dwelling Place Within~St. Francis  of Assisi 
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May 20, 2021 San Damiano Council/ Gathering Meeting Minutes 

6:15 PM Meeting started with a prayer from Ritual of the Secular Franciscan Order

Council Members Present: Minister: Ron Zachman~ Vice Minister: Cheryl Griese,  Secretary: 
Kevin O’Connell~Treasurer: Cecelia Jensen, Councilor: Barb Zachman, Formation Director: 
Deacon Kim Jensen, Spiritual Assistant: Sr. Karen Niedzielske
Other members in attendance at Council Meeting:  Christopher Mathis, OSF

Kevin read Council minutes from our April meeting. 

Cheryl  made a motion to accept minutes as read Barb seconded the motion-motion carries.  
Cecelia  read the treasury report for 01-30 April,  2021.  Deacon Kim  made a motion to accept 
the treasury minutes as read ~Kevin   seconded the motion~Motion carries

Old Business:
A. Ron brought up the idea of continuing Zoom for those who are not coming in person.   
Discussion followed with a  wait and see approach.
B. Spiritual Assistant update:  Sr. Karen said this is an issue for many fraternities.  Some 

fraternities are without this position.  We are continuing in prayer in this position.
C. Mary Witzman - Kevin contacted and scheduled 3 Masses for Mary at St. Andrew
D. Regional Data Has been updated by Cheryl
E.  Rule Book-Please add a Rule Book to your Wake Service and turn this in as soon as you 
can.
F.  Eva is working on the tribute to Mary Witzman.  Please submit memories and stories to Eva.

New Business:  
 1.  Regional Meeting will be held at King’s House on June 4, 5, and 6th. 
Our Fraternity Elections are fast approaching.  The election will be on September 16, 2021.  
Christopher has volunteered to head a committee that will oversee the election.  
 2.  Three Masses will be said for Jerry Griese.  Kevin will go to St. Andrew to enter dates 
for the Masses.  One Mass will be next year on May 23, the anniversary of their wedding. 
 3.  Update on Spiritual Assistant 
Formation;  Deacon Kim asked that we read and reflect on page 62 to the end of the 
chapter and focus on question: 1,2, & 3.   

Respectfully Submitted by                       
Kevin O’Connell Secretary

LAST CALL FOR MEMORIES OF MARY WITZMAN
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 Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque                                                                                                                              

Born in 1647 in Burgundy, France, Saint Margaret was the fiTh of seven children of her parents. In 1671, she 

joined a convent, becoming a cloistered nun of the Visita,on Order. 
 Saint Margaret received several private revela,ons of the Sacred Heart, the first on 27 December, 

1673, and the last one eighteen months later. These revela,ons included the form of the devo,on outlining its 

principal features, such as recep,on of Holy Communion on the first Friday of every month, Eucharis,c 

adora,on during a Holy Hour on Thursdays, and the celebra,on of the feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.                                                                                                                                       

 In her visions, Saint Margaret Mary also received twelve promises from Jesus for those who honour 

His Sacred Heart. Some of them include that Jesus will give devotees peace, comfort and holiness and “all the 

graces necessary for their state of life”, and bless every place where the image of the Sacred Heart is exposed 

and honored.  ATer Saint Margaret’s death in 1690, devo,on to the Sacred Heart con,nued to grow in 

popularity partly due to the efforts of the Franciscans and the Jesuits. It was Pope Pius IX who made the Feast 

of the Sacred Heart an obligatory celebra,on in the universal Church, and the day was fixed on the Friday aTer 

the Feast of Corpus Chris,.  Source:  h_ps://www.vaIcannews.va/en/church/news/2020-06/the-sacred-heart-of-

jesus-a-fount-of-love-and-mercy.html 
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 SURRENDER 

What I am being asked to surrender is my false self--the "me" whom I believe falsely to be my 
true idenRty at the center of my being, and hence whom I further believe falsely I can't live 
without. The giT of surrender really answers the quesRon, "Whose life is it really about 
anyway?" St. Paul answers this quesRon in Gal. 2:20: "Yet I live, no longer I, but Christ lives in 
me." Surrender involves a passover from self into Jesus who is my true idenRty… Surrender is 
really about giving to Jesus what is righYully his anyway: My life! In truth I exist to serve the 
"LIFE" Who lives within me. Jesus desires to conRnue to live His total "yes"--His total surrender--
to the Father now through my humanity. He desires to conRnue to do what pleases the Father 
now from within me. Surrender entails a leqng go of my will, my way, my word and allowing 
Jesus to now live as the "Final Word" within me. I am reminded that in St. Luke's Gospel Jesus' 
final word on the cross is, "Father, into your hands I commend my spirit" (Luke 23:46). 
Surrender is rela,onal just as my true iden,ty is rela,onal. I cannot come into my true iden,ty 
except through surrender. This is one of the reasons why surrender is so essen,al to the 
authen,c interior life. To surrender is to trust the One whom I know loves me--the One whom I 
have come to know and love. The Holy Spirit empowers me to hand myself over into the 
Father's Hands in every situa,on throughout the day. I can let go of myself because of my love 
for the Father. I surrender in love to the One Who is love. I know in loving trust that the Father 
will carry me through each circumstance and encounter during the day.                     
Source:hop://www.hisglobalove.org/wfdata/frame846-1066/pressrel5.asp 


